
Ash Wednesday Homily 2018 

Open to the Lord’s graces during this Lenten Season 
 

We like to be rewarded for our efforts.  We exercise to stay fit and we diet to lose 

weight.  If these do not achieve our goal, we are frustrated.  The disciplines of the 

spiritual life—prayer, fasting and good works or almsgiving—have a reward, too.  

This reward might be a deeper relationship with God, greater clarity of thought 

and mind, or an appreciation of the plight of the poor in our world.   

 

Self-congratulation or applause is not among the intended rewards.  The Greek 

expression used here for repay you means “being paid in full.”  In other words, 

there is no spiritual fruit to showy piety.  We receive only what we have sought, if 

that.    

 

Lent is a holy season of many graces given to us from our Lord.  Let us be open to 

them on our spiritual journey to receive grace upon grace.  This is the season of 

springtime in our lives that crave for deeper relationship with God, greater 

clarity of thought and mind, or an appreciation of the plight of the poor in our 

world.    

 

This year, however, Ash Wednesday, February 14, is also Valentine’s Day and 

Easter will fall on April 1
st
, April Fool’s Day!  The religious events that mark the 

beginning of a serious 40-day period of repentance by being marked with ashes on 

our foreheads and the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter are competing with cultural 

moments dealing with human love and human incongruity.   

 

We remain confident, that the power contained in the sign of ashes on our 

foreheads that marks all of us as dust and to dust we will return and the hope given 

to us by the Risen Christ, who conquered sin and death, will prevail.   

 

We are made for more and our true destiny exceeds this world’s grasp.    

 

Merciful and loving God, give us a holy resolve to be open to your graces during 

this season.  Help us to be recollected, persevering, and most of all, loving as we 

enter into the desert with your Son, Jesus Christ.      

 

Blessed, Happy and Holy Lent to all!     

 

 


